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-Jaylee

Have you ever wondered how different a game day is for a player? 
What about one the teams star players? I followed Emma Epperly around for a 
day, a game day might I add, and I found that it’s a lot different that most 
people think. 

Emma wakes up at 7:00 and is ready to leave her house by 7:55. On this 
particular day, she was early to school and had time to go eat breakfast in Mrs. 
Smith's room. After that she does the typical school routine, rotating every hour 
from class to class. At lunch, she goes to lunch with her friends and a few 
teammates in Mrs. Smith's room. There they discuss the game that will go on 
tonight. This is one of her favorite parts of the day, because she loves talking to 
her friends and hanging out during lunch. After lunch, she goes to art, where she 
not only works on art, but you can almost always count on her to be in control 
of the music especially on a gameday. After art she goes to her last actual class 
of the day, then from there she goes to the gym. When she arrives in the gym, 
she shoots around and waits with teammates to do a walk through to finalize 
preparations for the game. Once dismissed, she goes to Chick-fil-a with 
teammates, Carson and Chrislyn. After they eat, they go back to the gym and 
start to get ready. At around 5:30, Emma suits up and puts her hair in her 
infamous high ponytail. Then, it’s gametime. If you’ve ever seen Emma play, you 
know she plays with heart. Even when she’s not on the court, you can count on 
her to yell for her team and cheer on her fellow teammates. 

After following Emma around on a gameday, I realized that it takes 
patience and commitment to be a great basketball player. She barely has any 
time to relax until she goes to bed that night, yet she still gives it her all and 
never let’s it effect how she plays. 

Emma’s high school career maybe over and she will have new game day 
traditions in college, but we know she will always be a panther at heart and will 
never forget the precious memories she has made over the past four seasons of 
high school basketball. We are very proud to call Emma one of our own and we 
are excited to watch her play in college.
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1st- World Compliment Day 
2nd- Old Stuff Day- Do something that you 
wouldn’t do on your average day
3rd- I Want You To Be Happy Day
4th- Hug a GI Day 
6th- Dentist’s Day
8th- National Working Women’s Day
9th- Panic Day- If you are having  difficult day 
this is the the day to let out your pent up 
frustrations and anger
10th- Middle Name Pride Day
11th- Johnny Appleseed Day
12th- Plant a Flower Day
13th- Jewel Day- Give or receive jewelry
14th- Pi Day
15th- Ides of March
16th- Giant Panda Bear Day
17th- Saint Patrick’s Day
19th- Poultry Day 

20th- International Earth Day
21st- Fragrance Day
22nd- National Goof Off Day
23rd- National Puppy Day
24th- National Chocolate Covered 
Raisin Day
25th- Waffle Day 
26th- National Spinach Day
27th- National “Joe” Day
28th- Something on a Stick Day
29th- National Mom and Pop Business 
Owners Day
30th- National Doctor’s Day
31st- World Backup Day- backup any 
files that you may have or need so 
that you don’t lose them 
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Crocs are by far my favorite shoes ever. In 
my opinion, they should be your favorite, 
too. What’s not to like about them? They’re 
affordable and comfortable. The average 
pair of shoes for men cost $65 and the 
average shoe for women costs $85. The 
cost for the classic Croc is $40. By buying 
Crocs, you’re saving money… and looking 
good doing it, too! 
Why waste your money buying multiple 
pairs of shoes when you can buy the shoe 
that does it all? Crocs have an activity 
strap that allows you to run and be active 
without them slipping off. And unlike tennis 
shoes, Crocs can be worn to the pool, lake, 
or beach and be perfectly fine. It’s super 
easy to personalize them and make them 
your own. Why would you not want original 
shoes that help you stand out?
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● Start the day with a $45 bouquet 
of white roses.

● Take her to a boujee movie 
theater with recliners, at $14 a 
ticket, and $25 for a popcorn and 
drink, You’re dropping about $55. 

● Take her to a Thunder game at 
$150 a ticket, you’re dropping 
$300, that is, if you don’t buy 
anything there. 

● Take her to Vast, on the top floor 
of the Devon Tower. You will have 
a gorgeous view of OKC at night, 
and a delicious dinner to go with it. 
It will cost you about $50 a 
person. 

● Pick her up to go find flowers so 
she can customize her own 
bouquet. 

● Go to the park to swing, 
skateboard, or just walk around 
together.

● Get lunch meat and bread, and 
have a picnic. 

● Drive around and jam out to your 
favorite songs together. 

● End your date by putting blankets 
in the bed of your truck, and 
watch the sunset. Take cute 
pictures of her.under the stars.

$5 Dollar Date $500 Dollar Date
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Courtesy of Hannah D
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Congratulations to 2019 Latta Deca! Latta Deca went to state, and 
several people were honored, and elected at the 2019 Oklahoma DECA 
State Conference. Latta’s very own, Stacy Oakley was honored for 35 
years of service to marketing and DECA. Austin Long is the outgoing 
State DECA vice president, and was recently elected Oklahoma State 
DECA President. Additionally the newly elected Oklahoma DECA Vice 
President is Xavier Hamilton. Congratulations to the winners from the 
2019 Oklahoma State Development Conference- Josh Murray and Noah 
Trent in third place for business services operation. Maddison Bonner 
finalist for business services operation. Ashton London, and Dan Gilbuena 
are Senior Management Nominees. Leadership 
Nominees are Anna Ellison, Abby Grand, Tyler Wells, 
Caden Wilson, and Ryler Rich. Noah Trent, Jonathan 
Morrow, Weston Cunningham, and Brandon Cannon
are outstanding Campaign Managers. Everyone in DECA
did an amazing job at state DECA.
Congratulations to the 2019 Latta DECA!
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I had just gotten back from a week at Falls Creek. I was still on that “church camp high” and was incredibly happy and in love 
with Jesus. Quickly after returning, my focus shifted to softball. Softball was everything to me, it was the only thing I truly cared 
about. Two-a-days came fast and in all honesty, I was so excited for the upcoming season. Little did I know, all the workouts we did, 
the miles we ran, and the cuts we took were leading up to the one thing that I would never wish on anyone.

I became so motivated to push myself and become the player that I once was. After three knee surgeries on my left leg, it’s 
obvious that I wasn’t exactly the best player. The pain in my leg from arthritis, a “frayed” ACL, no meniscus, and scar tissue held me 
back. Fear of hurting my leg held me back even more. But I loved the game so I gave it my all. That week of two-a-days was special to 
me. I was hanging out with my friends more, gaining speed back (at least that’s what I like to tell myself), and having an incredible 
week. 

On the third day of practice, what seemed like my entire world, began spiraling out of control. I was standing out in centerfield 
when there was a shallow fly ball hit towards me. I began running towards it, but then I saw one of my teammates going for it, too. I 
didn’t want to hit her… so I tried to stop quickly. My “good” knee popped, went right, left, forwards, and then straightened out. I had 
never had knee problems with my right knee and I never thought that I ever would. I fell immediately and started crying. The only 
thing that I remember seeing was Tawni, standing at third base, hiding her face behind her glove. She knew all too well what this 
meant. The bond between her and I is something that I am most thankful for. She knows better than anyone else what I’ve gone 
through and she knew when I fell that day that it was serious. Tawni and I both hated when I couldn’t play. We worked better and we 
had more fun when we were out there together. My terrible knees didn’t seem to care what Tawni and I wanted, though. 

That was the last time that I played the game that I love. I’d be lying if I said it wasn’t hard. But to say that it’s hard is an 
understatement, still. All I want is one last game, maybe even just one more inning in the outfield. I didn’t know how painful it would 
be to walk away. Especially when there’s nothing I want more to step on that field one more time. I can’t look at my knee braces 
without my heart aching. I can’t walk in that locker room and see, what used to be, my jerseys hanging up. I can’t look at my glove, my 
cleats, or even the numbers 15 and 25 without feeling that hurt all over again. 

Walking away from the thing that you love most is difficult. It’s hard to say goodbye when you’ve invested so much into it. The 
days seem to get harder before they get easier. Yet, even on my bad days, my faith has kept me positive. Through the midst of this 
journey, I have found that when I lean on Jesus, I am much stronger than when I try to go at it alone. I have grown and matured a lot 
over the last six months. I could not have overcome this on my own. Jesus is the only way.

~Tori
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Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated on March 17 in honor of 
Saint Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland. Saint Patrick was born 
in Rome Britain in the fourth century, and died on March 17, 
461. He is known for bringing Christianity to Ireland.

Regardless of being raised in a religious, church going 
family, he was not a believer. However, that all changed when 
he was just 16 years old. He was kidnapped and sold into 
slavery in Ireland where he worked as a herdsman, during his 
slavery he became more and more religious. He believed that 
his imprisonment was a punishment for his lack of faith and 
spent most of time praying. 

He was freed after he had a vision that led him to escape 
on a boat headed to Britain and was reunited with his family. 
Later, he had a dream that the Irish were calling him back to 
Ireland to tell them about God. Therefore, he returned and 
became a priest after studying and learning what all it took to 
be a priest. 



The first St. 
Patrick’s Day 

celebration in the 
U.S. was held in 
Boston in 1737.

Blue was the 
original color 
of St. Patrick’s 

Day.

The real St. Patrick 
wasn’t Irish. He was 

born in Britain 
around A.D. 390 to 

an aristocratic 
Christian family.

Your odds of 
finding a four-leaf 
clover are about 1 

in 10,000.
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To celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day, 
Chicago dyes 

the river green 
for a few hours.

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/interesting-st-patricks-day-facts
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When you think about your fears in a negative 
way, you are growing it. Fear is not real until you 
make it. Rather than focusing your negative 
thoughts, focus on the positive outcome of facing 
your fears directly. When you start to know more 
about you fear and challenge it, you can overcome 
it. Facing fears not just helps move past it, but it 
also builds your character. 

I know that our fears get the best of us 
sometimes but be strong because things will get 
better. It may be stormy now, but it never rains 
forever. 

“You cannot keep running from your fears. Some 
some point in your life you will have to build up 

the courage to face and overcome them.” 
-Unknown

https://www.google.com/search?q=rain+puddles&safe=strict&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS748US757&tbm=isch&source=lnt&tbs=sur:fmc&sa=X&ved=0a
hUKEwio7ZmI8P_gAhUDlawKHcCjBJUQpwUIHw&biw=1455&bih=990&dpr=1.1#imgrc=-ww2ywFuaMalbM:
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Q: Why aren’t koalas considered  actual 

bears?  

 A: The don’t meet the koalafications.

Q: What do you call bears with no ears?

A: “B”

Q: How did the hipster burn his mouth?

A: He ate the pizza before it was cool. 

Q: What March flowers grow on faces?

  A: Tulips (2 lips).

Q: Why was the sports fan acting so 

crazy?

  A: He had March madness!


